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Abstract 

This project is a study and an editing of (he second kurasa of two masterpiece 
kurasas found at Lyden jibrary in Holand. Both are authored by Alhasan ben Mo- 
hammad Alburini at the beginning of (he Eleventh century of alhijra (seventeenth 
AD). 

1 entitled it with "kurasa on (he Biography of Six Nobilities in Damascus State 
and on Five Major Events in the Same Period". 

This project is comprised of two parts: The first, the study, in which I intro- 
duced for the author of the manuscript。 in regard to his name, kinship, birth, placc, 
and death date. Then, 1 introduced the manuscript explaining the reason behind 
the new utle of the kurasa, and provided a description of its content。 and its copy- 
Ing, and finally (he nature of my work on it. In the second part. the editing, ] pre- 


Sented the edited rnanuscript according tO manuscript editing descriptors. 
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Mourad ajoute a sa critidue du texte arabe de Al-Razi le jugement suivant : "En un mot, 
ecrit de Razi peut etre considere comme le modele des ouvrages SUr la physiOognomonie 


que la science arabe a produits.* 


La dignite de cette science est attestee par le Koran。 par la sunna et par la raison. Le TreS- 
Haut dit: II y a en cela des signes pour ceux qui cherchent a connaitre alP'aide de 


certaines ImardueS eXterieures.* 


Pour tcrminer。 nous rapportons le jugement de Mourad relatif aux premiers ecrits arabes 
sur la Firasa : Avant que les ecrits grecs vinssent a la connaissancc dcs Arabes, ceuX-C1 
possedaient d@]a des connaissances physiognomoniques, mais elles n'etaient DaS encOrC 
codifiees. La physjognomonie arabe engloba une dizaine d'autres scicnceS Secondaires 
dont le lien etait surtout cette sorte d'intuition qui pcrmettait de juger rapidement d'une 


ュ 
PerTSOnnC. 
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a un examen medical : par !'examen des humeurs, des temperaments, des facultes et des 


Ages. 


Vient ensuite 』'in 僅 rence par Pexamen du climat et des aliments, puis celle tiree de la 


ressernblance qui existe entre les males et les femelles. 


Le deuxiGme Discours est divise en quatre sections. La premiere section qui traite des 
Signes des temperaments est la pjus etendue : elle comprend sept chapitres. Les sujets qui 
y Sont traites sont d'ordre medical. La section II nous presente une analyse de la 


psychologie des quatre ages de |*homme. . 
La troisieme section decrit d*une maniere succinte je caractere des nobles et des riches. 


Le troisieme Discours。 qui est la partie la moins originale, DaSse en rcvue la signification 
des membres un a un. Dans la majeure partie du troisieme Discours、 ALRazi s'est inspire 


de 1'ouvrage d Aristote. 


En plus decet ouvrage, les principales sources de ecrit de ALRazi sont Pouvrage de 


Polemon。*Sirr al-Asrar', el le chapitre du “Al-tibb-al-mansdri' de Abu Bakr ALRazi. 


La section 1 du deuxieme Discours,。 contenant les donnees medicales sur les 
temperaments。 est inspiree d'Hippocrate et de Galien。 soit directemen(。 soit par 
Tintermediaire des medecins arabes. Les chapitres VI et VIl du premier Discours traitent 
des fondements de la physiognomonie et des conditions redUiSes Dour l'exercice de ccet 


at. 


Dans son ensemble, commente Mourad, Pouvrage de Razi n*est PaS une repjique des 
OuVrages qui l'ont precede. Il est plut6t le modele des Ouvrages qui Sont venus par la 


Suite. 
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mort de 1'auteur. Les nanuscrits de Londres el d'Istambul se ressemblent beaucoup et 


reproduisent les memes additions. 


Il existe d'autres ecrits de Al-Razi sur la physiognomonie, mais en Dersan, ils sont plus 


courts que le texte arabe. 


ALRazi definit dans le chapitre I la physiognomonie. Puis il montre dans le chapitre 
que on peut deduire le caractere d'un homme d'apres son payS natal. Dans le chapitre 
II。 ALRazi traite de 1'analogie entre homme el animal. Le chapitre IV montre la 
maniere de juger la nature d'un homme d'apres ses emotions、 Le chapitre V passe en 
revue le caractere des diverses nationalites. Dans le chapitre V1 : auteur demontre que, 
chez tous les animaux。 le male est plus fort que la femclle. Le chapitre ViI montre que 
Phomme ne doit pas etre juge selon une qualite predominante mais il faut tenir compte 


d'autres signes dui Dourraient attenuer la signification de cette qualite. 


Les chapitres VIII et XI montrent que le caractere interne d'un homme peut etre deduit 


d'apres son temperament et la complexion de ses membres. 


Le demier chapitre montre la signification physiognomonique de tous les membres du 
corps. Le prermier DiScours eSt divise en sept chapitres. Apres avoir souligne sa valeur。 
IPauteur distingue entre la Firasa naturelle et la Firasa des soufis qui est un don de Dieu. 
Puis il passe en revue les diverses scicnces qui se rapprochent de la physiognomonie. 1 
siagit de sciences plus ou moins occultcs et seules les personnes douees d'un certain 
Pouvoir d'intuition peuvent les exercer. La firasa est une intuition Duisdue Al-Razi inSiste 
en premier lien sur "acuite de la faculte visuelle et la puissance de imagination.Si Part 
de la physiognomonie ne peut etre enseigne, il est pourtant susceptible de 


perfectionnement. 


Du fait du caractere conjectural de cette science, ALRazi insiste sur la necessite de ・ 
recourir au plus grand nombre de signes PoSsibles. Tous les moyenS CiteS DOUT inferer le 


caractere dun individu ne sont pas tous 6gale valeur. ALRazi accorde Ia premiere place 
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2-La logique. 
3-Les sciences mathematiques. 
4-Les sciences physiques cl la (heologie. 


う -La politique, la jurisprudence et la science du kalam. 


Le premier auteur qui mentionne 12 physiognomonie est Ibn Sina dUi compte cette 
science parmni les divisions secondaires de la physique. Elle vient au troisieme rang aDTCS 


la medecine et "astrologic. 


Ibn Sina definit la physiognomonie comme la science qui a pour objet de juger du 
caractere d'apres le physique. La classification d'Ibn Sina a te reprise par Al-Ghazali 


dans son ouvragc celebre・ Tahafut-a-Falasifa'. 


Ibn Rushd re 人 ta dans son ouvrage ' Tahafut-al-Tahafut' les objections de ALGhazali. 
releve les infidelites d'interpretation de la doctrine d"Aristote, commises par Ibn Sina. 
Tour 1bn Rushd, la physiognomonie est une science conjecturale et hasardeusc et ne fait 
pas partic de ja physique mais plut6t des sciences divinatojres. Elle est donc la 
connaissance des faits caches presents, non futurs. Car homme a toujours et6 avide de se 
Tensei8rter SUr Sa Sante il a donc cherche par tous les moyens a connaitre la destinee ct a 
faire appel a des forces cachees pour servir ses ambitions. Au Moyen Age, le medecin 
tout comme le physiognomoniste et le magicien ont joue un grand r6le social. Considerec 
comme une science secondaire, la physiognomonie jouera un grand r6le dans divers 


domaines, d'ordre pratique : medical, social et juridique. 


La deuxieme partie de "ouvrage de Mourad est consacree a *Kitab ALFirasa' de ALRazi. 
Dans Pintroduction、 1'auteur affirme que 1'authenticite de Pecrit de A に Razi sur la 
physiognomonie ne fait aucun doute. Trois manuscrits de cet ecrit sont connus ct se 
trouvent 8 Cambridge, a Londres et & lstambul. Celui de Cambridge est le plus important 
il est sans nom d'auteur et sans date, on estime qu'il doit dater du XIIE ou XIIIE siecle. 
Mourad estime que le manuscrit remonte au XIII* siecle, mais il n'a certainement pas @(6 


crit du vivant de Pauteur, ce sont des notes recueillies par un jeve et publiees apres la 
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Les ecrits arabes sur la physiognomonie traitent une plus grande variete de sujetS que les 
ouvrages grecs. Mourad fait une distinction fort importante entre la physiognomonie 
proprement dite et les methodes de divination qui se reclament indQment d'elle. Une 
abondante litterature fleurit od il sagissait surtout de predire la destinee dePhomme 
dapres les traits de son visage et la forme generale du corps ou d'aprCs les mouvementS 


involontaires de certaines regiOnS du COrDS. 


Chez les Arabes, la plupart des ouvrages qui traitent de la physiognomonie ne different 
PaS des autres OUVrageS qui traitent des diverses ScicnceS du fait que les philosophes 
arabes la consideraient comme une des branches de la physique, tout comme la medecine. 
Or, Mourad reconnait que 1'origine de cette Science Se confond avec celle de la medecine 


et de la magie qui vecurent cGte a cOte en Egypte ct aUX Indes. 


Letude des sympt6mes des maladies et la consideration des divers temperaments et de 
leurs rapports avec la forme la coulur et la consistance des membres et les reactions du 
malade ont confirme existence d'un lien etroit entre la forme des membres et les 
quaHit6s physiques et morales. 

Mourad ajoute: la physiognomonie representait une tres ancienne branche des 
connaissances humaines ayant des rapports avec Panatomie,。 Ia physiologie el la 
medecinc j elle a peu evolue depuis 1'antiquit6 jusqu 'a la fin du Moyen Age. La Plupart 
des 6crits grscs et arabes se ressenblent. Les Arabes ont cOhnu Youvrage d'Aristote。 


celui de Fakhr ALDin Al-Razi est presente comme un extrait de 1'ouvrage d'Aristote. 


Dans le chapitre II de son ouvrage, Mourad expose Ia classification des scienccs, telle que 
les Arabes Pont faite. ll mentionne le premier essai de classification fait par Al-Far8bi, 


Jhs& al UIGm' inspire d'Aristote. 


Aristote avait divise les sciences en trois parties : theoriques。 DratidueS ct DOetiques. Cette 
division se retrouve chez les auteurs arabes. し 'ouvrage de Al-Farabi est commrme un 
inventaire des sciences el il est divise en cind DartieS ・ 


1-Les sciences philologidues. 


La physiognomonie araDbe 
et le 
Kitab AIRirasa 
de 
Fakhr AlDin Al-Razi 


Achira Kamel* 


Le mot firasa exprime dans la langue tteraire arabe une intelligence qui conclut rapide 
ment du connu a Pinconnu. D*autre part, ce mot fait partie du vocabulaire des soufis. Les 
arabes distinguaient entre la firasa philosophique et la firasa divine, cette derniere est 


exClusivement accordee auX SaintS. 


Cette capacite intellectuelle d'inference rapide, qu'est la firasa, a e(6 consideree par les 
juristes comme un Drocede legitime pour ]a decouverte de la culpabilite : dans la vie 
quotidienne, cette capacite a d'autres domaines d'applicatiOn : DOUF ju8er du caractere 
des esclaves et de ses attraits. Ainsi, le domaine de la firasa est tres vaste, selon 1'auteur 
de cet ouvrage Critique qui、au cours de ses voyages en Angleterre et en Allemagnc, a 
decouvert deux copies de Fouvrage de Al-Razi.、 Ce dermier, considere par lcs 
physiognomonistes arabes comnme "une des sources de leur scicnce, est a la fojs un 


theologien et un philosophe, il possede en outre de vastes coOnnaissances Imedicales. 


M. Mourad consacre la premiere partic de son travail a Fetude de la physiognomonie en 
soi,telle qu'elle se presente dans les ecrits arabes,puis il montre ses aSDectS et SeS 


TaDDOTtS avec les autres sciences. 


Le chapitre premier est consacre aetude de 1'evolution de la physiognomonie, qui est 
une science. que les Arabes recueillirent des grecs, bien que le vocable arabe ait une 


acceDtion Dius large. 


* Professeur de langue ct de litterature francaises universite d'Ain Chams 
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This js what he intended to establish, but what (he result was can 
be pursued in Horani's exposition of *Abduh* s thought and that of his 
disciples. He intended to create an sjamic criterion in the chaos of an 
increasing impact on Muslim society but this principle of 万 訪 47 under 
(hese circumstances sometimes led him to read more than he should 
do into (he Islamic doctrnes. "7zs7g が g gradually turmms into utility, 
Sorg into parliamentary democracy。 が yzg” into pubiic Opinion. Islam 
itself becomes identical with civilization and activity。 (he norms of 
nineteenth-century social thought。 .…. (Thus) “Abduh without intending 
it was perhaps opening the door to the flooding of Islamic doctrine 
and aw by all the innovations of the modern world .… he had intended 
to build a wall against secularism。 he had in fact provided an easy 
bridge by which it could capture one position after another.” It was 
under the general feeling of a wide flexible content of the real Islam 
that various innovations were adopted and justified by the principle of 
が 放 after him. But a final judgment on “Abduh and his school 
cannot be maintained without estimating (he potential danger, which 
would have threatened Egypt if he had not played the role he played. 
One of the two extreme trends。 rigid conservatism or rational secular 
liberalism, was bound to control the situation. By *Abduh's effort to 
slamize the changes through his が が g の he established the middle 
course。 which kept Islamic doctmine in active position。 at least 
theoretically, and at the same time allowed the process of change to 
continue. For this reason。'Abduh is considered by many to be the 
founder of the Egyptian modemist school. 


サ Horani の cz, p. 1 
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the medieval works." The same attitude was taken by "Abduh, except 
that he ajlowed himself a sort of eclecticism。 which.blended into a 
Sysfem of various elements taken from different schools.* This 
eclecticism implied he principle of 太 訪 27 jn choosing (that is besides 
originating) the sujtable solutions for the new conditions. 


"Abduh's jnsistence on 廊 放 27 was his answer to (he need for an 
jslamic cntenon,Ihat can control ihe intpact of contact with a 
"SUPenor” civiization, before which slamic society suffered a feeling 
of inferionity and was apt (o rush jnto iL destroying its own 
characteristics. By providing this principle of movement ^Abduh, 
while thinking of the past, was looking to the future. By this principle, 
Musjims now can adjust themselves to the new circumstances without 
fear of losing their identity. The medieval conditions and solutions do 
not have the authority to determine our present or plan our future. 
“The fact of preceding us in point of time constitutes neither a proof 
of knowledge nor a superiority of mind and jnteilect .……. ancestors and 
descendants are equal in critical acumen and in natural abilities- の 9 i 
his_ 7476 み of the Qur'anic verse 103: 1 *Abduh referred to the same 
idea where the word g7'gsz / ノ っ ゆ ) may mean ime or afternoon。 SaYihg 
"but if it has the first sense, it contains a divine criticism of People 
who always complain of “he times” and credit all the good (hings to 
the past.“" Thus *Abduh was ready to favour an inner assimilation of 
western civilization without abandoning the fundamental Muslim 
ideas. 


「 Gibb, gp ck。 Pr 20. 和 

"Horani ed 7Mogg 和 の と ん 0g ge Oxfor1, 1962.p. 142. 
"Oibb. gp cg。 P. 43. 

? Beljion. gp ck。 p. 31. 
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incapable of knowing what-God's Book contains of beliefs: and 
ordinances。 advocates uncritical obedience, 7 の becauseef despair 
of understanding and suspicion is Abu-Lahab- like, an enemy of the 


truth, crippling (he religion and criminal against humaniy"* 


Secondly, there was not any essential antithesis between 7 


and が gas Gibb tried to demonstrate. What modermists were striVing 


for was to reach a new が zo This can be achieved only when (he 
*Ojg の exert themselves to find new solutions for the new problemns 
and stop maintaining the traditional way of thinking. Until this js 
achieved the modern * の za have the right to practise 記 訪 4 ガ and to 
achieve a new が zg' among themselves. In other words the traditional 
* の gg were to be deprived of their authonty。 tl they respond 
seriousIy to the new circumstances. By this practical formation of the 
principle, が 4 が gd was valiid and was practised by “Abduh himself in 


TUITICrOUS CSCS. 


*Abduh's quest for a principle to move and orient the Muslims 
in their contact with Western civilization was his call io retum to the 
Our'an with a new approach, to understand it anew independentIy in 
the light of the new circumstances. But his call was not like that of the 
Wahhabis who favoured reform on conservative lines. The difference 
in time, the geographical situation, the degree of an external mpact 
and the discipleship to Al Afghani, 4 political rebel more than a 
traditional *g7 が が was sufficient to maintain a great difference between 
*Abduh and “Abd al- Wahhab. But in spite of that the Wahhabi 
reformation gave a start to the rejection of the medieval and modem 
accreiions and innovations and opened the door to the critical study of 


% 0Ouoted by*Abd aL- "At の cz p. 57. 
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introspection from time to time, whenever an alien (hreat is felt。 to 


purify the intermal and to confront the external. 


Concerning the validity of this principle, Professor Gibb noticed 
(hat が が gimplies in no way “Freedom of judgmen(” as some 
modernists would like us to believe." He denives his argument from 
the fact that the word literally means "exerting one's selE” in the 
Sense of stnving to discover the true application of the teachings of the 
Qur'an and traditions to a particular situation。and it must not gO 
against the pjain sense of these teachings. On the other hand, in his 
opinion。 ガ が が の as propagated by modernists, is hardly valid, because 
it needs が za” Their interpretation remains individual, personal, and 
therefore negligible. unless they secure the approval of 太 zg, against 
which they rajsed their voices. Here lies the paradox of the situation as 
seen by Gibb. 


Sone remarks must be made here in answer to Gibb*s note. First 
js the fact that が が 2 の involved freedom of judgment as far as ! see. Mt 
is freedorm in so far as it provides a new understanding of the original 
texts free from the medieval interpretation, and it is quite undisputable 
to be limited from going against the plain sense of these texts. It is 
also freedom as long as it rejects "the passive acceptance of dogmas 
from religious authorties without asking for proof and without 
thinking of the right of free examination and personal initiative."" 
It is freedom because, as Abduh said, “whoever prevents the people 
from understanding the Book of God and thinking about its meanings, 
depreciates the ability of the human intellect by considering it 


Gibb.3pdem の あの gm. Chicago, 1950.p. 12. 
UNhman Amin の Pc 
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this great historic institution。 even in decay stil the legai centre of 
Islam and (he token of its unity, was the end of an era in slamic 
history."! The feeling that something had gone wrong with jslamic 
history called for a re-examination of (he internal values. 1bn Taymiya 
who was personally involved in that political struggle ~ felt the need 
for a re-interpretation of lslam, just as AAfghani did、 and he could 
nOt PrOVide Muslims with a better solution than the Principle of 
が o 

In spite of the difference that might be in the details。 we find 
that history repeated itself. In the 19th century, Western power 
represented a great threat to Muslim society. By the later decades of 


.that century, demonstration of the new (hreat reached its apex. The 


unfriendly alien hands are now on the spot within the Muslim worid 
*ready to fire, ready to call from across the sea。 more gUi1S。 Ships, 
might.”" The plague is stronger this ime, and stronger was the fceling 
that something has gone wrong with jslamic history, and again, the 
urgent need fOr re-exarnination of (be internal values jed to the 
Propagation of the prnciple of 太 廊 g の lt is obvious that he difference 
in (the historical conditions between the two centuries necessitated an 
essential difference between two conceptions, but in principle they are 
one, both in motive and spirit. In both cases the principle of og ガ 
was a SDontaneouS reaction to an external threat。 as if IsIamic faith, 
one can almost say, tends by its own nature to this kind of self - 


1 Bemtard Lcwis, 75e.47g65 な cfg ザ , p- 153,New York, 1960. 

lbn Jaymiya's falher (ook rcfuge 24 Damascus io (lece fom the cxaction of he Mongols and be himscif 
was appointed io preach (he Holy war against the Mongos and (or be PurpOsc went to Caro, Shorter E. 
at bn Taymmiya_ 

DSmidh。 W. C., な ね mp が nodem 465fo が , Monter ed.。p. 101. 


8 
iii 
Musjim reformers may differ about the nature of this Principle and its 
validity, but they usually agree in rejecting the authoritative validity of 


777/ が 


According to them, (he temporary values of the medieval 
conditions have been given after that an absolute authority in spite of 
the complete difference of circumstances. The Muslim reformers in 
both Egypt and India, for example, felt an urgent need to advocate this 
principle of movement. This attitude implies that a similar Impact 
namely the Western influence, was felt in both countries. There is no 
historical evidence to prove that the principle of 廊 廊 9 as advocated 
by “Abduh, was essentially a response to bn Taymiya's influence. 1bn 
Taymiya lived in the 13" century and since he died the Pnnciple was 
not seriously raised tj the 19『 century. 』t is true (hat the problem was 


raised from time to time, but in most cases it was a response to 
external factors more than to inner direct influence. 


It is perhaps significant to notice a similar reaction to a_similar 
impact in both the 13" and the 19" centuries. One can almost Say, it 
was the same situation which called for the same principle in both 
centuries. At no other time in 』slamic history has Muslim sociery 
known such a bitter struggle with foreign military powers as happened 
jn both centuries. In spite of the difference between the two cases 
from the cultural aspect。 both were a great threat from the military 
point of view, to Muslim society. In the 13" century Islamic world 
was faced with the possibility of total destruction in two war fronts.A 
dangerous threat to lslam was arising in the West by the Cmsades and 
the East by the Mongols. “Tn 1258, Huleku captured Baghdad, killed 
the Caliph and abolished the Abbasid Caliphate. The destruction of 
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fetters that made it inactive or active but in the wrong direction. He 
tried to show Islam as compatible with the sound principles of modern 
civilization, and demonstrate his conviction that a freed slam was the 
onjy solution for (he modem problems in Muslim society. By が 7 が,g7 
*Abduh wanted to revive slam and to provide it with a principle by 
which it can move, select。and adopt what it finds suitable for is 
benefit. The key of all his program was a re- interpretation of Islam* 
and the key of his re- interpretation was the principle of が jo tjs 
by this principle that he puts on trial the ideas, (he morals and the 
custonts which he condemns and tries to establish new values。 
sometimes of Western background and enthusiastically claimed to be 


purely 』slamic. 


が 7 が 7 may appear at the first sight as an instrument emerging 
from an inner response to the inner desire for religious reform。 but in 
fact it was more (han that. It was a response to challenging 
circumstances imposed by a contact with alien civilization. In other 
words。 it was something imposed by external conditions more than a 
normal continuous development of the Islamic doctrine. What has 
been claimed as influence ascrnbed to Ibn Taymiya and his disciple 
Ibn Qayyim alL-Juziyya is cxagerated. "Et is only in support of his view 
that *Abduh quotes their arguments. But neither 】bn Taymiya nor his 
disciple was a direct influential factor in 'Abduh's call for が 7 The 
Principle of 万 計 2 in one way or another was DrOpagated in more than 
one country by more than one reformer and it is improbab!e that al 
these calls were under the same influence of Ibn Taymiya. Modem 


?Abd aj"Ai H. A。 77c Concepr の た eedom 7 Mu が one の tmpublished thesis presentcd IO 
MicGill University, Monreai 1957.p. 137. 
!9 Goldziher. gp. cz。 Amabic ransIation.p. 367: Shorer E.1. an. M. "Abduh, by J. Schacht 


inielligentsia towards the whole process of change. The intelligentsia 
of the “Abbaside period steeped itself in Hellenistic ways of thinking 
without any fcar of political influence because “the traditions from 
which influence would cmanate were either politically dead, like 
Hellenism, or subjugated, like Iran, or, like India, jrrelevant for the 
destiny of the empire. The Muslims*' sense of being masters in their 
own house was in no way weakened by the knowledge that they were 
taking over the best the other had to offer, on the contrary。 it merely 
strenathened their belief in the potentialities of their aspirations."" As 
we have said, the situation by (he time of *Abduh was totally differen(. 
A feeling of jnferiorty was dominating the whole process。and 
imposed on Muslims a generai feeling of the diffculty of selection 


and adoption of alien elements without losing their own character. 


In such a situation, a cnterion was needed to control the process 
of change, and it ought to be an Islamic one. It is here that *Abduh 
came forth to provide Muslims with a suitable solution. This was by 
advocating the notion of が gd as (the Islamic principle of movement- 
"Abduh fought against 7gg/77 (hroughout his ife condemning the 
paSsive acceptance of dogmas from carlier authorities without any 
Investigation. “The gates of が 大 27 says "Abduh, far from being closed 
once and for all, as some wrongly pretend, are wide open to all the 
questions raised by the new conditions of jife. The last word must no 
jonger belong to (he old jetter, or to authorities long dead, but to the 
modernist spirit and to the consideration of the common good.“" 
*Abduh tried, by (the pnnciple of が 訪 g7 to free (he faith from its 


” Grunebaum. 7odg7n な am The search for cuural identiy, New Yok, 1964, P.32. 
* Uhman Amin, が gym gn ずら cd.、 Fc, P. 166. 
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spirit. Modern confronfation with Western civihization had placed 
Muslim societry in a painful psychological position. The lsjamic world 
was no longer the master of the situation as it had been at the time of 
Hellenism. It was no longer free to adopt the alien elements for is 
own objectives as it had then. Furthermore, no longer could the 
problems be settled by a few legal adjustments or sOme reconciliatory 
theories as Muslims could do before. The unfeasibility of Muslim 
society's medieval structure, contrasted to the active and dynamic Way 
of life of the Westerners, became painfully evident.” In other words 
the pressures to which the Islamic world yijelded then were more 
imposed from outside than being germane to its development phase. 


As von Grunebaum has pointed ou 


“ft is the political involvement that directs the culture transfer in 
our ime, which makes it psychologically and socially so difficult and 
so disruptive for the receiving groups. Sclection and timing, 
constructiVe resDOnse, and hostile reaction, are no longer conditioned 
by the state of growth and the actual intellectual and emotional needs 
of the borrowing。 but by extracultural aspirations - one could almost 
say - by a sceries of emergency situations over which the would be 
borower has but limited control. や Thus while the fundamentai 
structure of Islamic thinking had been left untouched by Hellenistic 
inftuence because of the existence of various factors, modern Muslim 
society did not have the same cfficiency in its confrontation with 
Westem impact. A great shift had occurred in the balance of power 
and manifested itself in the attitude of the modem Musiim 


時 の 7 4 
Granebaum。 von C. E., な, Essays in the nalure and growth.…. , New York 1961。p- 241. 
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return (oO Egypt where he got involved with educational activities, 
trying (oO avoid (he political issues.、 What 1 am suggesting here in 
answer (Oo Baljon's remark is that Abduh, (throughout his life, had 
been more concerned with (he social aspect of Qur'anic interpretation 
(han with traditional pure theological issues, in spite of the fact that 


his book on theology was earlier than his gs か 


*Abduh was aware of an urgent need for a new jnterpretation of 
the Qur'an to solve the modern problems. This was a (typical resDonse 
of Musjim thinkers to (heir contemporary problems because of an 
esSential involvement of Islam jn regulating the outward activities of 
Muslims as well as the inward. Such a need was even felt as early as 
the second Caliph of Isjam who faced the new probjems which arose 
after the Prophet. The quick expansion of Muslim dominion imposed 
on Muslims a close contact with foreign civiHizations and this called 
for a new interpretation of the Qur'an, "especially as the resolution of 
the problems posed by the impact of Hellenism proved an arduous 
task、 whose effects can be traced in commentaries of scholars like 
Fakhr alDin al Razi.”“ 


What Muslims need again in confrontation with an alien 
civilization,according to “Abduh, is simply to re-understand thejr 
Qur'an as they successfully did before. But this was considered by 
some orientalists as an over-simplification of the situation. Compared 
with Hellenism, the case was at this time quite different in motive and 


) See the neccssity of rcinterpretation of the OUT"an and approaching it om the SOcial aspect in Rida 
7 が vol 1 p. 19 : (he importance of he Our'an in resiorins Muslims glory, 7 p. 3 see also he 
Pactical objective of teaching 7ag77 み at 1 A2har in “The report of the sadminisrative Council of Al 
Azhar" Rid4, 7orM of て 2 の 7 mg, vek ト kp. 465.Cairo. !931 で 


* Balion, oggrz p. 2 


The Egyptian lived in religious circles where a thorough 
acquaintance with classic dOgmatics WaS held a self-evident 
requirement for a man Of kmowledge. Ahmed Khan was a 
descendent of an aristocratic family closely connected with 
Mughal Court. There, Persian culture and refinement Was 
sought after. Consequently, the Indian educationist did not 
dispose of the proper theological equipment when he was 
faced with the need of re-valuation of lslam's faith and 
institutions. In such a situation it is indeed easier tO compPOSe 
an exegetical work than a dogmatic disquiSiton. Conversely, 
an all-round theologian seeking to display familiany with 
the doctrinal subtleties, more readily fancies the compoSition 


of a book on religious tenets.* 


Two or three remarks must be made here. The first is that by 4 
broad conception of /g な が か, aS mentioned、One C4n consider many Of 
*Abduh*s early articles as 7 な が か. Here we find him quoting the 
Ouranic verses either in the title or in (he text to SUpport his view. The 
second is that the political circumstances in which he wrote On 
theology - 2 field that would appear somewhat far from political 
controversies - must be taken into consideration. His theological 
treatise was originally delivered at Beirut。 where he remained fQr 
three years teaching in a school newly established by a Mushm 
benevolent society. 


One can notice even the relation between his pure theological 
activities at Beirut and ihe subsequent permission he Was giVen 0 


ーーーーーーーーーーーーー ニ ーー ツーーーーー ツ ーーー 一 


* Baljjon, }.M. Modem Muslim Koran interpretation。 Leidcn. 1961.p. 4. 
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phrase by phrase, but also the paricular occasions in wiich the 
Qur'anic verse is explained or quoted in support of a certain view, we 


will find (that 7276 か seems to date from the beginning of slam. 


By this definition of /27 が か we allow ourselves to consider as 
のか, any cultural activiby using (he Qur'an in support of its stand, 
whether it fakes the form of the (traditional running cOmmentary。 Or the 
form of an essay, dealing with a specific contemporary question. Thus 
we try (oO enlarge the concept of og to include "Abduh's early 
articles, especially those of “al-*Urwah al Wuthqa", inspired by Al 
Afghani. It is in these articles, particularly, that we find the Our' anic 
Verses enthusiastically connected with important political and social 


SSUCS. 


The fact that "Abduh did not write his /g な が か, ti he was urged by 
his disciple Rashid Rida in a later Gime, does not mean。 in any Way, 
that “Abduh had ever thought of a better means of reformation (han 
(he Qur'an itself. As a matter of fact Abduh used the Our'anic text 
from (he very beginning, in his efforts to cnticize the ideas, the morals 
and the customs which he found an obstacle to reform. For him, al 
that Musiims needed was to have a full understanding of their Holy 
Book to comprehend the spirt of their religion and overcome their 
new difficulties. But in spite of that *Abduh did not start by writing a 
running 496 か as did his Indian counterpart Sayyid Ahmed Khan, in 
his attempts to arrive at a new cvolution of Islamic principles, but by a 
treatise on iheology called Aise/zr 7 72w/7 This difference between 
(he two reformers appears signifi cant for Baljon、who finds it 
betraying a different background: 


WMODERN CIVILIZATION AND OUR'ANIC INTERPRETATOIN 
IN MUHAMMED*ABDUHYS THOUCHT 
Effat AL SHAROAWI 


1.THE OUEST FOR A CRITERION 


This paper suggests approaching "Abduh's interpretation of the 
Qur'an, in Muslims' confrontation with modem civilization。 from two 
aspects. The first is his quest for a criterion and the second js his 
quest for a synthesis. The former is dealt with in the following paper 


while the jatter wi follow in the next issUe. 


As it is known。 the Our'an js the Divine Book, revealed to the 
Prophet Muhammad, containing God's message of mercy。 guidance 
and warning for mankind. For Muslims, (he Our'an repreSsents 
unquestionably the very word of God. This is taken for granted by the 
traditional "Ogg "On Loc7 as well as by the most rational 
modernists, so much so that the disputing creeds might tend to find in 
it what they seek to find in support of thejr views . In a sense the 
entire body of slamic religious wrting might be considered as an 


extended commentary on the Our'an. 


In their confrontation with new situations Musiim reformers 
usually claim a Qur'anic basis for their attitude. 1f we allow ourselves 
to consider as interpretation。 not only the traditionai running 


commentaries in which the text of the Sacred Book js explained 


" Profcssor of sjamic Studies, Faculty of Arts。 Ain Shams University, Caino. 
! For an a comprehensive expOsition of this st2tcmeni conCerming he Our'an see Goidziber. の 


AA/gngZn の Zr 2 が Ft5c 廊 om 皮 orgngg/egg が g, Leidcn, Bri、 1920 and he Arabic transjation: 
gg gg た か た 5 な ん イ . 2 Aoggoz Coyo 7 の ナ 
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